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The Evolution of Lion Dance Competitions in Malaysia

Lion Dance competitions in Malaysia began with the Selangor & Federal Territory Lion Dance and Dragon
Dance Associations Federation (the Lion Dance Federation). They organised the Gathering of Lion Dance
and Martial Arts Extravaganza in 1977, followed by the Dragon and Lion Dance Extravaganza in 1980.
After publishing the "Lion Dance Standard Guide" in 1982, the Federation hosted Malaysia's First National
Lion Dance Exhibition Competition in 1983.

Early competitions featured traditional lion dance, using everyday items like tables, chairs, and wooden
planks as props. As competition intensified, low wooden plum blossom poles emerged. Martial arts pioneers
then introduced greater difficulty, leading to tall wooden poles, over 10 to 20 feet high, which gave birth to
"High Pole Lion Dance." By the early 1990s, the dangerous height of wooden poles led to an evolution to
metal poles, up to 3 meters high. In the 2000s, the design further advanced to the international standard
poles we see today.

Lion Dance in Malaysia is primarily Southern Lion Dance, brought by Chinese immigrants. It gradually
blended with local culture, creating a unique Malaysian style, and notably, the High Pole Lion Dance.

Malaysian Chinese pioneers were crucial in promoting lion dance culture. These pioneers organised
competitions and exchange activities, guiding and inspiring the establishment of lion dance troupes globally.

Today, Malaysia's lion dance culture transcends racial and cultural boundaries. More non-Chinese
Malaysians are joining teams, fostering exchange and integration among diverse ethnic groups.
Note: Information above is gathered from various public sources across the internet.
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